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Process

STEP 1: GREETING & GETTING READY

Introduce yourself and tell the 
person you are here to help 
people get registered to vote. 

	Ͱ A citizen of the United States

	Ͱ A resident of Washington state

	Ͱ At least 18 years old by Election Day

	Ͱ Not disqualified from voting due to 
a court order

	Ͱ Not currently incarcerated/serving 
a felony sentence

Go over the eligibility 
criteria with them: 

Make sure they have either a 
current Washington state driver 
license, a current Washington 
state ID card, or the last 4 digits 
of their SSN. 

If they are not eligible to vote, 
let them know that they can still 
advocate for themselves and 
their community! Give them 
information about how to sign up 
for our advocacy alerts.

STEP 2: COMPLETING THE FORM

There are two options you can use: completing the paper form OR completing 
the registration online.

•	 Box #1: Applicant must enter all their personal 
information. (If the mailing address is different than the 
physical address they must list both.)

•	 Box #2: Qualifications—they must check US Citizen to 
fill out the form.

•	 Box #3: Have them fill this out if they live overseas/
active in military service.

•	 Box #4: Identification—you do not need a Washington 
state driver’s license to register to vote, and if they do 
not have a license number, please use the last 4 digits 
of the person’s social security number.

•	 Box #5: Change of Name or Address is only valid if the 
voter has moved or changed their voting address.

•	 Box #6: Applicant must sign and date the application 
for the form to be valid.

ONLINE PAPER FORM

•	 Log onto votewa.gov. This will let you register, 
update your registration, and see what’s on your 
ballot. 

	○ To begin an electronic application, click 
“Start.” 

	○ Users will be directed to enter their personal 
identification, language preference, military 
service, Washington address, mailing address 
if different, and other information. Users will 
then be asked to affirm the accuracy of the 
information and to authorize the use of their 
signature on their driver’s license. 

	○ Upon submitting the registration, VoteWA 
users will be given a confirmation of receipt, 
and information about their county of 
registration.



STEP 3: REVIEWING

Review the form to ensure that all of the boxes have been completed and that the 
form is signed and dated.
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SODO Community Market:
1915 4th Ave S
Seattle, WA 98134	

Fruitvale Community Market:
1819 Fruitvale Blvd
Yakima, WA 98902

For folks who are unhoused, they may use Northwest Harvest’s 
community market addresses. Remind them that their ballot will be 
mailed there 18 days before the election and they will need to pick it up.

•	After clicking submit or finishing the paper form, inform the applicant that they 
will receive a voter confirmation card in the mail in 2-3 weeks at their mailing 
address.

•	Their ballot will be mailed 18 days before Election Day along with a voter’s guide 
with information on the candidates and issues on their ballot.

•	Remind them that we are a vote by mail state and that they can drop off their 
ballot at a ballot drop box nearby or mail it via the USPS. 

•	Let them know how they can get involved with Northwest Harvest’s advocacy 
work.

STEP 4: CLOSING



Voter Registration FAQs
Who can register to vote?
•	 A citizen of the United States

•	 Living at your address in Washington at least 30 
days before the next election you vote

•	 At least 16 years old

•	 Not disqualified from voting due to a court order

•	 Not currently serving a sentence of total 
confinement under the state Department of 
Corrections for a Washington felony conviction

•	 Not currently incarcerated for a federal or out-
of-state felony conviction

What is the difference between the 
residential address and the mailing 
address?
•	 Voting residence/residential address: a person’s 

physical location in WA at the time when they 
register to vote. 

	○ The voting residence address may be a 
shelter, a street corner, the address of a 
park.( For example: Olympia Ave. NE and 
Franklin St. NE, Olympia, WA.)

	○ This address determines which candidates 
and measures will be on your ballot.

•	 The mailing address: the location where the 
ballot will be sent. It can be a PO Box, the 
address of a shelter or person who will accept 
mail deliveries, or general delivery with a nearby 
post office. 

	○ Northwest Harvest’s SODO Community 
Market can be used as a mailing address.

	○ NOTE: If you moved since you last registered 
to vote, you must update your information to 
reflect your new address.

When is the deadline to register?
To register by mail or online, your application must 
be received no later than 8 days before Election 
Day. Register to vote in person during business 
hours and any time before 8:00 PM on Election 
Day.

What if a person is not 18 yet? 
If they are 16 or 17, they can sign up for the Future 
Voter Program with the regular voter registration 
form. If they have a Washington state driver’s 
license or ID, they can sign up online at VoteWA.
gov. Future Voters are automatically registered to 
vote when they qualify. Starting in 2022, a 17-year-
old who will be 18 by the November General 
Election can vote in the August Primary. For 
assistance, contact your local elections office. 

What is the law on restoration of voting 
rights and felony convictions? 
If a person was convicted of a felony in 
Washington, the right to vote is restored once 
the person completes their sentence and is not 
currently serving a sentence of total confinement 
in prison. Once the right to vote is restored, 
the person must re-register to vote in order to 
receive a ballot. If the felony conviction is from 
another state or in federal court, the right to vote 
is restored as long as the person is not currently 
incarcerated for that felony.

How can I verify a voter’s registration 
status? 
It’s easy to verify a voter’s status using the lookup 
tool on VoteWA.gov. 

What do I do if I moved since I last 
registered?
Voters can visit VoteWA to update an address if 
they have moved. 

Can a voter’s registration status change? 
Yes. The same registration may have multiple 
transactions. For example, the same registration 
may: 

•	 become active in 2014;

•	 become inactive when the voter moves in 
February 2015 and neglects to notify the county 
auditor;

•	 become active again when the voter updates 



their registration in July 2015; 

•	 become inactive when the voter moves again in 
March 2016; 

•	 be canceled in 2019 if the registration remains 
inactive through two federal general elections. 

What is an “inactive” registration? 
If election-related mail is returned by the post 
office as undeliverable to the voter at that 
address, the registration is placed on “inactive” 
status. A voter who is on inactive status may 
return to active status at any time by updating 
their address, requesting a ballot, or submitting a 
new voter registration application. This process is 
pursuant to state and federal law. 

Can an inactive registration be canceled? 
If the registration remains inactive through 
two consecutive federal general elections, the 
registration is canceled. This is in compliance 
with state law and the federal National Voter 
Registration Act.

Is a voter notified when the status of their 
registration changes? 
Yes. Both state and federal law require that a 
notice be sent to the voter any time there is a 
change in the status of a registration. Notices 
are sent by postal mail from the county 
elections office. 

Can a registration be canceled if the voter 
does not vote? 
If the registration remains inactive through 
two consecutive federal general elections, the 
registration is canceled. This is in compliance 
with state law and the federal National Voter 
Registration Act. 

Can a registration be “removed” or 
“purged” for no reason? 
No. A voter’s registration may only be canceled for 
one or more of the following reasons: 
•	 The voter requests that their registration be 

canceled; 

•	 The registration file duplicates another, more 
current registration file for the same voter; 

•	 The registration has been “inactive” through two 
federal general elections; 

•	 The voter is ineligible to vote due to a court 
order; 

•	 The voter is ineligible to vote due to 
incarceration for a felony offense; or 

•	 The voter is deceased. 

Do I need to declare a party to register to 
vote?
We don’t register by party in the State of 
Washington. You are welcome to vote for the 
candidate of your choice.

Do you have to prove U.S. Citizenship to 
vote?
To register to vote in Washington State, people 
must provide some form of identification — most 
commonly their Washington State driver’s license 
or ID, or the last four digits of their Social Security 
number —and attest in a signed statement that 
they are a U.S. citizen and eligible to vote.  

Voters confirm their eligibility to vote in every 
election by signing the ballot declaration. If a 
person illegally registers and votes, they also 
jeopardize attaining citizenship in the future and 
could be deported. 

While state law does not provide for citizenship 
verification upon registration, it does allow a local 
challenge of a voter registration, which can be 
brought by any person or the county prosecutor. 
The burden of proof lies with the challenger, 
and evidence must be presented to the county 
canvassing board for review. (RCW 29A.08.810 
through 29A.08.850.) 

An official list of citizens to check citizenship 
status against does not exist. A person who 
submits false citizenship on their voter 
registration application or votes as a noncitizen 
is guilty of a class C felony. This is clearly stated 
on all registration forms, and on every ballot 
envelope. 
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Voting in the Election FAQs
How do I get a ballot?
Washington state is a vote-by-mail state. State 
law requires us to deliver ballots to the post office 
at least 18 days before Election Day. If you haven’t 
received your ballot, please call our Elections 
team at 360.786.5408.

How do I submit my completed ballot?
After signing the outer envelope, you may mail 
your ballot via USPS. No stamps are necessary. 
Your ballot’s postage is prepaid. The envelope 
must be postmarked by Election Day and received 
in our office prior to certification of the election. 
If you are concerned about mailing your ballot, 
please use one the drop boxes. Please vote early 
to ensure your vote will be counted.

Why do I have to sign the ballot envelope?
Your signature on the ballot envelope is used to 
verify that the correct person voted the ballot. 
Our staff are trained by the Washington state 
Patrol in signature verification. We compare the 
signature on every envelope to the signature on 
file for the voter in the voter registration database. 
If the signature does not match or the envelope 
is unsigned, we challenge it. The voter will receive 
a letter in the mail explaining how to correct the 
problem. We are also required to call all voters 
with signature challenges prior to certification of 
the election.

How do I know if my ballot has been 
received and accepted?
Voters can login to the VoteWA voter portal at: 
https://votewa.gov/ to track the status of their 
ballots.

Does anyone know how I voted?
No, the election process used in Washington 
state ensures a secret ballot. No one, including 
our Elections staff, knows the choices made by an 
individual voter. 

What services are available to voters 
living with disabilities? 
As a voter with a disability, you can request 
reasonable accommodations or assistance 
to vote. The Office of the Secretary of State is 
committed to ensuring accessibility at voting 
centers, and that you have the opportunity to vote 
privately and independently. Accessible formats 
of the voters’ pamphlet are available online. If 
you wish to join the subscription list to receive a 
copy on USB drive of the Voters’ Pamphlet, please 
contact the voter hotline at (800) 448-4881 or 
email voterspamphlet@sos.wa.gov. Accessible 
voting units (AVUs) are available until 8 p.m. on 
Election Day.

Is it OK to selfie myself holding my voted 
ballot and post it on social media? 
The state of Washington does not directly 
prohibit ballot selfies. However, it is illegal to view 
another’s ballot for a purpose prohibited by law, 
such as vote buying.

I misplaced my original ballot. Can I get a 
replacement? 
Yes. Contact your county elections office to 
determine the best way to receive a replacement 
ballot. Replacement ballots may be sent via mail 
or electronically, picked up at the elections office, 
or printed from an online application.

BALLOT 
DROP 
BOXES

REGISTER 
TO VOTE

FIND 
YOUR 
REP
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